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1
DIODE AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING DIODE

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a diode and a method of
manufacturing a diode. In particular, the present disclosure
relates to a diode of a configuration in which electrodes are
provided on both surfaces of a semiconductor layer which is
configured using a compound semiconductor and a method of
manufacturing the diode.

Gallium nitride (GaN), which is a compound semiconduc-
tor with a wide band gap, from the perspective of the physical
properties thereof, is being focused on not only as a semicon-
ductor material for optical devices, but also for power devices
such as power supplies and inverters. This is because, in
comparison with existing power devices which use silicon
(S1), it is possible to realize a device of higher efficiency and
higher performance.

In the manufacturing of such a power device system diode,
generally, a gallium nitride layer is used which is epitaxially
grown on a supporting substrate formed from different types
of single crystal material such as silicon carbide (SiC), sap-
phire (Al,O;) and silicon (Si). In this case, a method of
epitaxially growing a gallium nitride layer in a lateral direc-
tion in relation to a supporting substrate (epitaxial lateral
overgrowth: ELO) is adopted as a method for obtaining a
gallium nitride layer of favorable crystalline properties.

However, in a gallium nitride layer obtained using such
epitaxial growth, a region containing a higher density of
crystal defects than the other portions is generated as a thread-
ing dislocation region which penetrates the layer. Therefore,
in a vertical device provided with electrodes in a state of
interposing the layer, when such a threading dislocation
region encroaches on the junction surface between the layer
and the electrode, an ideal junction is not formed in the region
and there is a concern that this will result in the occurrence of
a leak current.

Therefore, a configuration is disclosed in which, in a gal-
lium nitride layer obtained using epitaxial growth, a groove is
formed in the region of a high threading dislocation density, a
silicon nitride film is formed within the groove using pattern-
ing, and an electrode is formed to bridge over the silicon
nitride film. According to this configuration, it is possible to
reduce the influence of the threading dislocation while
increasing the device surface area (refer to Japanese Unex-
amined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-184371 and
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2008-130927).

SUMMARY

However, in addition to the epitaxial growth of the semi-
conductor layer configured by a compound semiconductor,
the threading dislocation region described above does not
only extend in the thickness direction of the semiconductor
layer, but there are also threading dislocation regions which
extend in a diagonal direction. Therefore, in the configura-
tions disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2007-184371 and Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2008-130927, it is diffi-
cult to suppress the influence of a threading dislocation region
which extends in a diagonal direction in relation to the thick-
ness direction of the semiconductor layer.

Accordingly, it is desirable that an embodiment of the
present disclosure provide a diode capable of securely pre-
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2

venting the occurrence of a leak current via a threading dis-
location region in the semiconductor layer configured by the
compound semiconductor.

According to a first embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a diode including a first semiconductor layer
configured by a compound semiconductor of a crystalline
structure containing impurities of a first conductivity type,
and a second semiconductor layer which has a crystalline
structure continuous with the first semiconductor layer,
which is laminated on the first semiconductor layer. The first
semiconductor layer is a diode which includes a high dislo-
cation density region which penetrates the first semiconduc-
tor layer. In the second semiconductor layer, a concentration
of the impurities is lower in a region of a side of an interface
with the first semiconductor layer than that of the first semi-
conductor layer, and the second semiconductor layer has an
opening in which a portion which corresponds to the high
dislocation density region is removed such that the first semi-
conductor layer is in an exposed state. An insulating film
pattern is provided in a state of covering an inner wall includ-
ing a base portion of the opening. Furthermore, an electrode
is provided so as to cover the insulating film pattern and to
contact the second semiconductor layer. In addition, an
opposing electrode is provided in a state of interposing the
first semiconductor layer, the second semiconductor layer
and the insulating film pattern between the electrode and the
opposing electrode so as to contact the first semiconductor
layer including the high dislocation density region.

In the first embodiment of the present disclosure described
above, according to the presence of the insulating film pattern
provided on the second semiconductor layer side correspond-
ing to the high dislocation density region, the electrode of the
second semiconductor layer side is provided without making
contact with the high dislocation density region. Therefore, a
vertical diode is provided in which a laminated body of the
first semiconductor layer and the second semiconductor
layer, which are configured by a compound semiconductor, is
interposed between the electrode and the opposing electrode
over a wide range including the high dislocation density
region.

In addition, particularly in such a vertical diode, the open-
ing provided with the insulating film pattern is formed in the
second semiconductor layer such that the first semiconductor
layer is in an exposed state. Therefore, the high dislocation
density region is present only in the first semiconductor layer
portion, in a state of being interposed between the opposing
electrode and the insulating film pattern. Here, the second
semiconductor layer provided with an opening has a lower
impurity concentration than the first semiconductor layer in
the interface region of the first semiconductor layer side.
Therefore, even when a depletion layer is formed within the
second semiconductor layer up to the vicinity of the interface
between the second semiconductor layer and the first semi-
conductor layer by applying a reverse bias between the elec-
trode and the opposing electrode when turning the diode off,
the high dislocation density region does not reach the inside
of the depletion layer. Accordingly, the occurrence of a leak
current is securely prevented by a depletion layer in which
voltage resistance is secured due to the absence of the high
dislocation density region.

In addition, according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure, there is provided a semiconductor layer
which is configured by a compound semiconductor of a crys-
talline structure, includes a high dislocation density region
which penetrates the layer in a thickness direction, and
includes an opening, in which the high dislocation density
region is removed, on a primary surface side. An insulating
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film pattern is provided in a state of covering an inner wall
including a base portion of the opening. Furthermore, an
electrode is provided so as to cover the insulating film pattern
and to contact the semiconductor layer. In addition, an oppos-
ing electrode which is provided in a state of interposing the
semiconductor layer and the insulating film pattern between
the electrode and the opposing electrode so as to contact the
semiconductor layer including the high dislocation density
region described earlier, and to which, and to the electrode, a
voltage is applied to form a depletion layer shallower than the
opening in the semiconductor layer.

In the second embodiment of the present disclosure
described above, according to the presence of the insulating
film pattern provided on the primary surface side of the semi-
conductor layer corresponding to the high dislocation density
region, the electrode provided so as to cover the insulating
film pattern is provided without making contact with the high
dislocation density region. Therefore, a vertical device is
disposed in which the semiconductor layer configured by a
compound semiconductor is interposed between the elec-
trode and the opposing electrode over a wide range including
the high dislocation density region.

In addition, particularly in such a vertical device, the elec-
trode and the opposing electrode, which are disposed in a
state of interposing the semiconductor layer, form a depletion
layer shallower than the opening provided with the insulating
film pattern in the semiconductor layer. Therefore, when the
depletion layer is formed within the semiconductor layer by
applying a reverse bias between the electrode and the oppos-
ing electrode during the current-off operation, the high dis-
location density region does not reach the inside of the deple-
tion layer. Accordingly, the occurrence of a leak current
during a current-off operation is securely prevented by a
depletion layer in which voltage resistance is secured due to
the absence of the high dislocation density region.

Furthermore, an embodiment of the present disclosure is
also a method of manufacturing the diode according to the
first embodiment of the present disclosure described above, in
which the following processes are performed. First, a mask
layer which includes an opening portion on the supporting
substrate is formed. Next, a first semiconductor layer is
formed which includes a high dislocation density region,
which penetrates in a film thickness direction, to correspond
to the opening portion. The first semiconductor layer is con-
figured by a compound semiconductor of a crystalline struc-
ture containing impurities of a first conductivity type by
inducing epitaxial growth from an exposed surface of the
supporting substrate to above the mask layer in the opening
portion. Subsequently, according to the epitaxial growth
which is continuous from the first semiconductor layer, the
second semiconductor layer is formed in which a concentra-
tion of the impurities is lower in a region of a side of an
interface with the first semiconductor layer than that of the
first semiconductor layer. Next, an opening in which a portion
which corresponds to the high dislocation density region is
removed such that the first semiconductor layer is in an
exposed state is formed in the second semiconductor layer.
Next, an insulating film pattern is formed in a state of cover-
ing an inner wall including a base portion of the opening.
Subsequently, an electrode is formed so as to cover the insu-
lating film pattern and to contact the second semiconductor
layer. Furthermore, after removing the supporting substrate
and the mask layer from the first semiconductor layer, an
opposing electrode is formed in a state of interposing the first
semiconductor layer, the second semiconductor layer and the
insulating film pattern between the electrode and the oppos-
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ing electrode so as to contact the first semiconductor layer
including the high dislocation density region.

As described above, according to the diode of an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, it becomes possible to
securely prevent the occurrence of a leak current via a high
dislocation density region which penetrates the semiconduc-
tor layer configured by a compound semiconductor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1isa cross-sectional view ofa diode of a first embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 2A 10 2D are (the first) cross-sectional process draw-
ings showing a manufacturing process of the diode of the first
embodiment;

FIGS. 3A to 3C are (the second) cross-sectional process
drawings showing a manufacturing process of the diode of the
first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a diode of a second
embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a diode of a third
embodiment;

FIGS. 6A to 6C are cross-sectional process drawings
showing a manufacturing process of the diode of the third
embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a diode of a fourth
embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view ofa diode of a fifth embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a diode of a sixth
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure are
described in the following order on the basis of the drawings.

1. The first embodiment (an example of a Schottky diode in
which an insulating film pattern is provided within the open-
ing).

2. The second embodiment (an example which includes an
insulating film pattern which projects from the opening in the
surface direction).

3. The third embodiment (an example in which the elec-
trodes are proximal).

4. The fourth embodiment (an example in which an embed-
ded electrode is provided within the opening via an insulating
film pattern).

5. The fifth embodiment (an example of a pn-junction
diode in which an insulating film pattern is provided within
the opening).

6. The sixth embodiment (another example of a Schottky
diode in which an insulating film pattern is provided within
the opening).

1. First Embodiment

Example of Schottky Diode in which Insulating Film
Pattern is Provided Within Opening

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the first
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode of the first embodiment on the basis of this
drawing.

The diode 1-1 shown in FIG. 1 is a vertical Schottky diode
which uses a compound semiconductor. The diode 1-1 has a
vertical device structure including a first semiconductor layer
11, a second semiconductor layer 12 laminated thereon, a
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Schottky electrode 17s disposed so as to interpose the lami-
nated body, and an ohmic electrode 19/, for example, as the
opposing electrode corresponding to the Schottky electrode
17s. For example, the first semiconductor layer 11 intrinsi-
cally contains a high dislocation density region A which
penetrates in the film thickness direction at a predetermined
position due to the film formation process. Furthermore, in
particular, the diode 1-1 according to the first embodiment of
the present disclosure is provided with an opening B in a
position corresponding to the high dislocation density region
A of the second semiconductor layer 12, an insulating film
pattern 15 is provided on the inner portion of the opening B,
and the Schottky electrode 17s is provided to cover the insu-
lating film pattern 15.

Below, detailed description will be given of the configura-
tion of the diode 1-1 according to the first embodiment in the
order of the first semiconductor layer 1-1, the second semi-
conductor layer 12, the opening B, the insulating film pattern
15, the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode 194.
Subsequently, description will be given of the method of
manufacturing the diode 1-1.

First Semiconductor Layer 11

The first semiconductor layer 11 is a layer configured by a
compound semiconductor of a crystalline structure which is
formed using epitaxial growth, and here, is configured by a
group III-V nitride semiconductor. For example, the group
III-V nitride semiconductor is one of gallium nitride (GaN),
indium gallium nitride (In,Ga, N: O<x<1) and aluminum
gallium nitride (Al Ga,;_N: 0<x<1). Since these group I1I-V
nitride semiconductors have a wide band gap in comparison
with silicon (Si), they are favorable as semiconductors for
power devices.

In addition, the first semiconductor layer 11 which is con-
figured by these group II1-V nitride semiconductors includes
ahigh dislocation density region A which penetrates the layer
in the film thickness direction. The high dislocation density
region A is a region with a high crystal dislocation density in
comparison with the other portions in the first semiconductor
layer 11.

The high dislocation density region A is generated within
the first semiconductor layer 11 in positions such as those
described below. In other words, for example, when the first
semiconductor layer 11 is a crystalline layer obtained by
using the ELO (epitaxial lateral overgrowth) method, the high
dislocation density region A is generated in the first semicon-
ductor layer 11 at a portion at which the crystal growth was
initiated. Furthermore, when the first semiconductor layer 11
is formed using the ELO method, a step forms on the first
semiconductor layer 11 at the initiation portion of the epi-
taxial growth and the periphery thereof. Therefore, a convex
portion C is formed in which the film of the first semiconduc-
tor layer 11 grows thicker at the initiation portion, and the
high dislocation density region A is generated in the vicinity
of the center of the convex portion C.

In addition, when the first semiconductor layer 11 is epi-
taxially grown from a plurality of locations on the same
surface, the junction portion between the epitaxial growth
layers becomes a high dislocation density region A, which is
a threading dislocation.

The first semiconductor layer 11 as described above con-
tains n-type impurities, and the entire region of the first semi-
conductor layer 11 is configured as an n-type high concentra-
tion region. Furthermore, when the first semiconductor layer
11is a group I1I-V nitride semiconductor, Siorthe like is used
as the n-type impurity.
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Second Semiconductor Layer 12

The second semiconductor layer 12 is a layer which has a
crystalline structure continuous with the first semiconductor
layer 11, is laminated on the first semiconductor layer 11 and
is provided on an upper portion of the first semiconductor
layer 11. The second semiconductor layer 12 is a layer con-
taining impurities of a first conductivity type, and is a region
which operates actively in the vertical Schottky diode (the
diode 1-1). For example, the second semiconductor layer 12
is configured by the same compound semiconductor as the
first semiconductor layer 11, and is formed using epitaxial
growth which is continuous from the film formation of the
first semiconductor layer 11. Accordingly, in the first semi-
conductor layer 11, the portion of the second semiconductor
layer 12 on a region, which has a low crystal dislocation
density and favorable crystalline properties, is formed as a
region with favorable crystalline properties. Meanwhile, in
the first semiconductor layer 11, the portion of the second
semiconductor layer 12 on the high dislocation density region
A, which has a high crystal dislocation density, is formed as a
region with a high crystal dislocation density.

In addition, the entire region of the second semiconductor
layer 12, including the region of the side of the interface with
the first semiconductor layer 11, is configured as an n-type
low concentration region which contains n-type impurities of
the same type as those of the first semiconductor layer 11 at a
lower concentration than in the first semiconductor layer 11.
Opening B

The opening B is formed on the second semiconductor
layer 12 and is provided in a state in which a portion corre-
sponding to the high dislocation density region A is removed.
The opening B is provided in the first semiconductor layer 11
in a portion which overlaps the high dislocation density
region A. Thus, the opening B is provided in a state of pen-
etrating the second semiconductor layer 12 so as to expose the
first semiconductor layer 11 through the base portion. Fur-
thermore, the opening B may also be formed deeper than the
second semiconductor layer 12. A depth d of the opening B is
greater than the film thickness of the second semiconductor
layer 12, and may also be of a size at which a part of the first
semiconductor layer 11 including the high dislocation density
region A is removed.

Here, when the opening B is formed deeper than the second
semiconductor layer 12, the depth d is set according to the
drive voltage of the diode 1-1, that is, the voltage applied
between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode
19/. In this case, as described below, when the depletion
layer, which is formed within the second semiconductor layer
12 according to the voltage applied between the Schottky
electrode 175 and the ohmic electrode 19/ during the appli-
cation of a reverse bias, is formed so as to spread further to the
first semiconductor layer 11, the opening B is formed deeper
than the depletion layer. Furthermore, the opening B
described above is of a depth d which does not reach the
ohmic electrode 19/.

In addition, the opening B is provided in a state of com-
pletely covering the high dislocation density region A. There-
fore, when the width of the high dislocation density region A
is W1, the width W2 of the opening B is W2>W1, and the
opening B is formed in a state of completely covering the high
dislocation density region A when viewed in a planar manner.
Furthermore, the size of the opening B when viewed in a
planar manner may also be of a size which covers the convex
portion C of'the first semiconductor layer 11, and may also be
of a size within that of the convex portion C.

Insulating Film Pattern 15

The insulating film pattern 15 is provided in a state of

covering an inner wall including a base portion of the opening
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B. For example, the insulating film pattern 15 is provided in a
state of filling the opening B, and is provided such that the
surface of the second semiconductor layer 12 and the surface
of'the insulating film pattern 15 are of approximately the same
height. Furthermore, the insulating film pattern 15 has only to
be provided so as to cover the inner wall of the opening B, and
avoid may also be formed within the opening B. However, the
film thickness of the insulating film pattern 15 which covers
the inner wall of the opening B is sufficient to ensure that
insulation breakdown, caused by an electrical field which
occurs when driving the diode 1-1, does not occur in the
insulating film pattern 15.

For example, the insulating film pattern 15 is configured by
an insulative material such as silicon oxide or silicon nitride.
In addition, the insulating film pattern 15 is not limited to a
single layer structure, and may also be a laminated structure
of a plurality of laminated insulative materials.

Schottky Electrode 17s

The Schottky electrode 17s is provided so as to cover the
insulating film pattern 15 and to contact the second semicon-
ductor layer 12. The Schottky electrode 17s is configured by
a material which forms a Schottky junction with the second
semiconductor layer 12. In general, as the electrode material
which configures the Schottky electrode 175, a metal such as
nickel (Ni), palladium (Pd) or platinum (Pt) is used, and a film
or the like of the metal laminated with gold (Au) or the like is
used.

Ohmic Electrode 19/

The ohmic electrode 194 is provided in a state of contacting
the first semiconductor layer 11 including the high disloca-
tion density region A, and is provided as the opposing elec-
trode in relation to the Schottky electrode 17s. The ohmic
electrode 19/ is provided as an electrode which retrieves an
electric potential of the first semiconductor layer 11. For
example, the ohmic electrode 19/ is configured by a material
which forms an ohmic junction with the first semiconductor
layer 11. A laminated film of Ti/Al or the like is used as the
electrode material which configures the ohmic electrode 19/
formed on the first semiconductor layer 11 which is config-
ured by a group I1I-V nitride semiconductor.

As such, the vertical Schottky diode is configured by join-
ing the Schottky electrode 17s to the second semiconductor
layer 12 which is configured as a n-type low concentration
region, and joining the ohmic electrode 19/ to the first semi-
conductor layer 11 which is configured as a n-type high
concentration region. Furthermore, here, the opposing elec-
trode in relation to the Schottky electrode 17s is the ohmic
electrode 19/. However, the ohmic electrode 19/ has only to
be provided as an electrode which retrieves an electric poten-
tial of the first semiconductor layer 11, and it is not necessary
that the ohmic electrode 19/ form an ohmic junction with the
first semiconductor layer 11. The same applies to the ohmic
electrodes shown in the following embodiments.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-1

FIGS. 2A to 2D and 3A to 3C are cross-sectional process
drawings showing the method of manufacturing the diode 1-1
of the configuration described above. Next, on the basis of
these drawings, description will be given of a manufacturing
method to which the crystal growth method of the compound
semiconductor using the ELO method is applied as an
example of the method of manufacturing the diode of' the first
embodiment.

FIG. 2A

First, as shown in FIG. 2A, a mask layer 23 is formed on a
supporting substrate 21. The supporting substrate 21 is a
substrate which has a single crystal structure for the epitaxial
growth of a compound semiconductor layer. For example, the
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supporting substrate 21 is configured by silicon carbide (SiC),
sapphire (c-Al,0,), or silicon (Si). The mask layer 23 is the
layer which acts as a mask when the compound semiconduc-
tor layer is epitaxially grown from the exposed surface of the
supporting substrate 21. For example, the mask layer 23 is
configured by silicon oxide. The mask layer 23 includes an
opening portion 23a which exposes a part of the supporting
substrate 21. The opening portion 23a is formed in stripe
shapes or island shapes according to the portion at which the
device is formed.

After the film formation of the silicon oxide film, the for-
mation of the mask layer 23 provided with the opening por-
tion 23a is performed by removing a part of the silicon oxide
film using a photoresist as a mask and forming the opening
portion 23a.

FIG. 2B

As shown in FIG. 2B, the first semiconductor layer 11
which is configured by the compound semiconductor is
formed on the supporting substrate 21 and the mask layer 23
by inducing epitaxial growth from the exposed surface of the
supporting substrate 21 to above the mask layer 23. Here, for
example, the first semiconductor layer 11 which is configured
by a group I1I-V nitride semiconductor (for example, GaN) is
formed in a state of containing a high concentration of n-type
impurities in advance. In this case, on the exposed surface of
the supporting substrate 21 on which the epitaxial growth is
initiated, the first semiconductor layer 11 grows while gener-
ating a comparatively high concentration of crystal disloca-
tions in the vicinity of the center of the exposed surface, and
the high dislocation density region A which has a high crystal
dislocation density develops in the film thickness direction.
Thehigh dislocation density region A is generated in a state of
penetrating the first semiconductor layer 11 in the film thick-
ness direction.

In addition, the growth of the first semiconductor layer 11
toward above the mask layer 23 is crystal growth from the
crystal portion, which is grown on the exposed surface of the
supporting substrate 21, toward the surface direction. There-
fore, the growth ofthe first semiconductor layer 11 is epitaxial
growth in which a low dislocation density is maintained with-
out receiving the influence of the high dislocation density
region A. In the first semiconductor layer 11 which is grown
in this manner, a portion which corresponds to the opening
portion 23a of the mask layer 23 is a convex portion C which
has a greater film thickness in comparison with the film thick-
ness of the periphery thereof. Therefore, the high dislocation
density region A is generated in the vicinity of the center of
the convex portion C.

Subsequently, the second semiconductor layer 12 which
has a lower concentration of n-type impurities than the first
semiconductor layer 11 is epitaxially grown from the surface
of the first semiconductor layer 11. Here, the second semi-
conductor layer 12 is epitaxially grown so as to inherit the
crystalline properties of the first semiconductor layer 11.
Therefore, in the second semiconductor layer 12, the high
dislocation density region A which has a high crystal dislo-
cation density is generated so as to penetrate in the film
thickness direction. In addition, since the other portions are
formed using crystal growth on a region which has a low
dislocation density or using lateral direction crystal growth, a
low crystal dislocation density is maintained.

Furthermore, in the drawings, a case is illustrated in which
the first semiconductor layer 11 and the second semiconduc-
tor layer 12 are epitaxially grown from the opening portion
23a of one location provided on the mask layer 23. However,
when a plurality of the opening portions 23a is formed in the
mask layer 23, the first semiconductor layer 11 and the second
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semiconductor layer 12 are epitaxially grown above the mask
layer 23 in island shapes from the plurality of the opening
portions 23a. Furthermore, when the first semiconductor
layer 11 or the second semiconductor layer 12 which are
epitaxially grown proximal to each other spread out in the
surface direction, thereby becoming unified, the high dislo-
cation density region A is also generated as a threading dis-
location in the junction portion.

FIG. 2C

Subsequent to the processes described above, as shown in
FIG. 2C, the opening B in which the high dislocation density
region A is removed is formed in the second semiconductor
layer 12. Here, a resist pattern (illustration omitted) is formed
on the upper portion of the supporting substrate 21 in a state
of covering the second semiconductor layer 12. The resist
pattern is provided with an opening which completely con-
tains the high dislocation density region A when viewed in a
planar manner. Subsequently, the second semiconductor
layer 12 is etched using the resist pattern as a mask. There-
fore, the high dislocation density region A formed in the
second semiconductor layer 12 is removed and the opening B
is formed in the removed portion. In this case, using the
difference of the concentration of n-type impurities between
the first semiconductor layer 11 and the second semiconduc-
tor layer 12, the second semiconductor layer 12 may also be
etched using the first semiconductor layer 11 as an etching
stopper. After the completion of the etching, the resist pattern
is removed.

Furthermore, in the formation of the opening B, when the
depth d of the opening B is greater than the film thickness of
the second semiconductor layer 12, the continuous resist
pattern is subsequently used as a mask to etch the first semi-
conductor layer 11. In this case, the high dislocation density
region A is removed such that the opening B does not reach
the mask layer 23, that is, removed within a range in which the
first semiconductor layer 11 is preserved on the base portion
of the opening B.

FIG. 2D

Next, as shown in FIG. 2D, the insulating film pattern 15 of
a shape which covers the inner wall of the opening B is
formed. In this case, first, an insulating film is formed on the
supporting substrate 21 in a state of covering the second
semiconductor layer 12. For example, the insulating film is
formed at a film thickness sufficient to cover the inner wall of
the opening B. Here, the insulating film is formed at a film
thickness which fills the opening B. Subsequently, the insu-
lating film is removed from the portions other than the open-
ing B while preserving the insulating film within the opening
B. Alternatively, a part of the insulating film is removed in
order to thin the insulating film to a predetermined film thick-
ness. The insulating film is removed by performing a full
surface etch-back on the insulating film or by chemical
mechanical polishing (CMP). Accordingly, the insulating
film preserved within the opening B is formed as the insulat-
ing film pattern 15. The insulating film pattern 15 also covers
the high dislocation density region A.

FIG. 3A

Subsequent to the processes described above, as shown in
FIG. 3A, the Schottky electrode 17s is formed in a state of
covering the insulating film pattern 15 and contacting the
second semiconductor layer 12. Here, the Schottky electrode
17s, which is patterned in a shape corresponding to one device
(diode) as necessary, is formed in a state of covering the
insulating film pattern 15 and contacting the second semicon-
ductor layer 12. The formation of the Schottky electrode 17s
is performed by forming a film of the electrode material
which creates a Schottky junction with the second semicon-
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ductor layer 12 above the supporting substrate 21 and subse-
quently pattern etching the electrode material film as neces-
sary. In addition, in the formation of the Schottky electrode
17s, the lift-oft method or the printing method may also be
applied.
FIG. 3B

Next, as shown in FIG. 3B, a bonding substrate 25 is
bonded to the Schottky electrode 17s side. Thereafter, the
supporting substrate 21 is exfoliated from the first semicon-
ductor layer 11 side, and further, the mask layer 23 is
removed. Accordingly, the first semiconductor layer 11 is
exposed. In this state, the high dislocation density region A of
the first semiconductor layer 11 is also in an exposed state. In
addition, the convex portion C which corresponds to the
thickness of the mask layer 23 is formed on a portion of the
first semiconductor layer 11 which corresponds to the open-
ing portion 23a of the mask layer 23. The high dislocation
density region A which penetrates the first semiconductor
layer 11 is positioned in the center of the convex portion C.
FIG. 3C

Subsequently, as shown in FIG. 3C, the ohmic electrode
19/ is formed on the exposed surface of the first semiconduc-
tor layer 11 as the opposing electrode in relation to the Schot-
tky electrode 17s. The ohmic electrode 19/ is provided in a
state of interposing the first semiconductor layer 11, the sec-
ond semiconductor layer 12 and the insulating film pattern 15
between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode
19/, and is formed in a state of contacting the first semicon-
ductor layer 11 including the high dislocation density region
A. In addition, the ohmic electrode 194 covers the convex
portion C of'the first semiconductor layer 11, and is formed in
a state of filling the convex portion C. Furthermore, the ohmic
electrode 19/ is patterned to a shape corresponding to one
device (diode) as necessary.

The formation of the ohmic electrode 19/ is performed by
forming a film of the electrode material above the first semi-
conductor layer 11 and subsequently pattern etching the elec-
trode material film as necessary using the resist pattern as a
mask. In addition, in the formation of the ohmic electrode
194, the lift-off method or the printing method may also be
applied.

According to the above configuration, the diode 1-1 is
obtained as the vertical Schottky diode described using FIG.
1.

Effects of First Embodiment

According to the diode 1-1 of the first embodiment
described above, according to the presence of the insulating
film pattern 15 provided within the opening B of the second
semiconductor layer 12 in which the high dislocation density
region A is removed, the Schottky electrode 17s is provided
without making contact with the high dislocation density
region A. Therefore, a vertical Schottky diode (the diode 1-1)
may be provided in which a laminated body of the first semi-
conductor layer 11 and the second semiconductor layer 12 is
interposed between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic
electrode 19/ over a wide range including the high disloca-
tion density region A without being influenced by the high
dislocation density region A.

In addition, particularly in such a vertical Schottky diode
(the diode 1-1), the opening B provided with the insulating
film pattern 15 is formed in the second semiconductor layer
12 such that the first semiconductor layer 11 is in an exposed
state. Therefore, the high dislocation density region A is
present only in a portion of the first semiconductor layer 11,
in a state of being interposed between the ohmic electrode 194
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and the insulating film pattern 15. Here, the second semicon-
ductor layer 12 in which the opening B is provided is an
n-type low concentration region in which the n-type impurity
concentration is lower than that of the first semiconductor
layer 11 which is an n-type high concentration region. There-
fore, even when a depletion layer is formed within the second
semiconductor layer 12 up to the vicinity of the interface
between the second semiconductor layer 12 and the first
semiconductor layer 11 when applying a reverse bias between
the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode 19/ dur-
ing a current-off operation, the depletion layer does not reach
the high dislocation density region A.

Accordingly, the occurrence of a leak current during the
current-off operation can be securely prevented by a deple-
tion layer in which voltage resistance is secured due to the
absence of the high dislocation density region A.

2. Second Embodiment

Example which Includes Insulating Film Pattern
which Projects from within Opening

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the second
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode 1-2 of the second embodiment on the basis
of this drawing.

The diode 1-2 of the second embodiment shown in FIG. 4
differs from the diode of the first embodiment described using
FIG. 1 in the shape of the insulating film pattern 15-2. Since
the other configurations are the same as those in the first
embodiment, description of the same configurations will be
omitted.

Insulating Film Pattern 15-2

The insulating film pattern 15-2 is patterned so as to project
from the inner wall of the opening B to the upper portion of
the second semiconductor layer 12. The insulating film pat-
tern 15-2 is provided with a canopy portion a which projects
across the entire perimeter of the peripheral side of the open-
ing B to the upper portion of the second semiconductor layer
12. The projection width W3 of the canopy portion a from the
opening B is suppressed to a degree at which a sufficient size
can be secured for the Schottky junction surface between the
Schottky electrode 17s and the second semiconductor layer
12. In addition, the film thickness t of the canopy portion a is
of a degree at which the electric field directly beneath the
canopy portion a in the second semiconductor layer 12 can be
controlled by applying a voltage to the Schottky electrode
17s.

Furthermore, the insulating film pattern 15-2 has only to be
provided so as to cover the inner wall of the opening B within
arange of a film thickness at which insulation breakdown can
be prevented when driving the diode 1-2. Therefore, the insu-
lating film pattern 15-2 may be formed so as to completely fill
the inside of the opening B, and a void may also be formed
within the opening B. Furthermore, the insulating film pattern
15-2 is configured by an insulative material such as silicon
oxide or silicon nitride. In addition, the insulating film pattern
15-2 is not limited to a single layer structure, and may also be
a laminated structure of a plurality of laminated insulative
materials. The remaining configuration is the same as in the
first embodiment.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-2

In the method of manufacturing the diode 1-2 which
includes the insulating film pattern 15-2, the insulating film
pattern 15-2, which includes the canopy portion a, has only to
be formed by patterning, in the forming of the insulating film
pattern in the manufacturing method of the first embodiment

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

described above. In this case, after forming the insulating film
on the second semiconductor layer 12 which includes the
opening B, the insulating film is pattern etched using the resist
pattern as a mask, thereby forming the insulating film pattern
15-2 which is provided with the canopy portion a which
projects across the entire perimeter of the peripheral side of
the opening B to the upper portion of the second semiconduc-
tor layer 12.

Effects of Second Embodiment

According to the diode 1-2 of the second embodiment
described above, in addition to the effects of the diode of the
first embodiment, it is possible to obtain the effect caused by
further providing the insulating film pattern 15-2 with the
canopy portion a. In other words, in the portion provided with
the canopy portion a, a field plate structure provided with the
Schottky electrode 17s via the canopy portion a is formed on
the second semiconductor layer 12. Therefore, when a reverse
bias is applied to the Schottky electrode 17s, the vicinity of
the interface region of the second semiconductor layer 12
directly beneath the canopy portion a is depleted. Therefore,
the leak path which passes through the interface of the insu-
lating film pattern 15-2 from the high dislocation density
region A between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic
electrode 19/ can be divided directly beneath the canopy
portion a. Accordingly, the effect of preventing the occur-
rence of a leak current during the current-off operation is
greater than that of the first embodiment.

3. Third Embodiment
Example in which Electrodes are Proximal

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the third
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode 1-3 of the third embodiment on the basis of
this drawing.

The diode 1-3 of the third embodiment shown in FIG. 5
differs from the diode of the first embodiment described using
FIG. 1 in that the first semiconductor layer 11-3 includes a
concave portion 11a. Since the other configurations are the
same as those in the first embodiment, description of the same
configurations will be omitted.

First Semiconductor Layer 11-3

The first semiconductor layer 11-3 includes the concave
portion 11a which is formed on the surface layer of the ohmic
electrode 19/ side. The concave portion 11a is provided
beside the high dislocation density region A in the first semi-
conductor layer 11-3. The concave portion 11q is formed in
order to partially bring the Schottky electrode 17s and the
ohmic electrode 19 into proximity by decreasing the interval
therebetween by partially thinning the film of the first semi-
conductor layer 11-3.

Therefore, the concave portion 11a is provided beside the
high dislocation density region A. In addition, when the con-
vex portion C described in the first embodiment is formed on
the first semiconductor layer 11, the concave portion 11a is
provided beside the convex portion C. Furthermore, the con-
cave portion 11a is provided at a depth and position so as not
to reach the opening B. Therefore, it is preferable that the
concave portion 11a be provided beside the opening B with-
out overlapping the opening B.

It is preferable that the concave portion 11a be provided
across as wide a range as possible, within a range so as not to
reach the high dislocation density region A in the first semi-
conductor layer 11-3. Accordingly, in the example illustrated,
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a thick film portion, in which the concave portion 114 is not
formed, is preserved in the peripheral edge of the first semi-
conductor layer 11-3. However, the peripheral edge of the
first semiconductor layer 11-3 may also be subjected to film
thinning and treated as the concave portion 11a.

Furthermore, the ohmic electrode 19/ which is provided so
as to contact the first semiconductor layer 11-3 which
includes the concave portion 11a is provided within the con-
cave portion 11a from the upper portion of the first semicon-
ductor layer 11-3 including the high dislocation density
region A, and is provided so as to widely contact the first
semiconductor layer 11-3.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-3

FIGS. 6A to 6C are cross-sectional process drawings
showing the characteristic portions of the method of manu-
facturing the diode 1-3 of the configuration described above.
Next, description will be given of the manufacturing process
of'the characteristic portions of the manufacturing method of
the third embodiment on the basis of the drawings.

First, by performing the same procedure as described using
FIG. 2A in the first embodiment before the manufacturing
process of the characteristic portions of the third embodi-
ment, the mask layer 23 is formed on the supporting substrate
21 which has a crystalline structure. However, in the mask
layer 23, an opening pattern for positioning, which is omitted
from the drawings, is formed in a position which is not influ-
enced by the formation of the device at the same time as the
opening portion 23a is formed in a position corresponding to
the portion at which the device is formed.

Subsequently, the same procedures are performed as
described using FIGS. 2B to 2D, 3A and 3B in the first
embodiment.

FIG. 6A

As shown in FIG. 6A, a state is obtained in which the first
semiconductor layer 11, the second semiconductor layer 12,
the insulating film pattern 15 and the Schottky electrode 17s
are formed, and the bonding substrate 25 is bonded to the
Schottky electrode 175 side. Furthermore, the supporting sub-
strate and the mask layer which are omitted from the drawings
are removed from the first semiconductor layer 11 side, and
the first semiconductor layer 11 is in an exposed state. In this
state, in the same manner as described earlier in the first
embodiment, the convex portion C which corresponds to the
opening portion of the mask layer described above is formed
on the exposed surface side of the first semiconductor layer
11. In addition, particularly in the procedure of the third
embodiment, a state is obtained in which a convex-shaped
positioning pattern (not shown) is also formed in a position
which corresponds to the opening pattern for positioning of
the mask layer described above.

FIG. 6B

In this state, subsequently, as shown in FIG. 6B, the con-
cave portion 114 is formed on the exposed surface side of the
first semiconductor layer 11. In this case, first, lithography is
performed using the convex-shaped positioning pattern (not
shown), which is formed in the same process as the convex
portion C, as the positioning marker. Accordingly, the resist
pattern which has an opening is formed on the upper portion
of the exposed surface of the first semiconductor layer 11. In
addition, the opening is formed in a position beside the high
dislocation density region A and the convex portion C, more
preferably, in a position which does not overlap the opening
B. Next, the concave portion 11a is formed in the first semi-
conductor layer 11 by etching the first semiconductor layer 11
using the resist pattern as a mask. In this case, in the base
portion of the concave portion 11q, the etching time is con-
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trolled such that the first semiconductor layer 11 is not com-
pletely removed in the depth direction.

According to the above, in relation to the first semiconduc-
tor layer 11, the first semiconductor layer 11-3 provided with
the concave portion 11a of the opposite side to the Schottky
electrode 175 is formed. Furthermore, after the completion of
the etching, the resist pattern is removed. FIG. 6C

Next, as shown in FIG. 6C, the ohmic electrode 19/ is
formed on the surface on which the concave portion 11a is
formed in the first semiconductor layer 11-3. The ohmic
electrode 19/ is provided in a state of interposing the first
semiconductor layer 11-3, the second semiconductor layer 12
and the insulating film pattern 15 between the Schottky elec-
trode 17s and the ohmic electrode 19/, and is formed in a state
of contacting the first semiconductor layer 11 including the
high dislocation density region A. In addition, the ohmic
electrode 19/ covers the convex portion C of the first semi-
conductor layer 11, and is formed in a state of filling the
convex portion C and the concave portion 11a. Furthermore,
the ohmic electrode 19/ is patterned to a shape corresponding
to one device (diode) as necessary.

The formation of the ohmic electrode 19/ is performed by
forming a film of the electrode material above the first semi-
conductor layer 11-3 and subsequently pattern etching the
electrode material film as necessary using the resist pattern as
a mask. In addition, in the formation of the ohmic electrode
194, the lift-off method or the printing method may also be
applied. When forming the ohmic electrode 19/ using pat-
terning, the convex-shaped positioning pattern (not shown),
which is formed on the first semiconductor layer 11-3, is used
as an alignment marker, in the same manner as the formation
of the concave portion 11a.

According to the above configuration, the diode 1-3 is
obtained as the vertical Schottky diode described using FIG.
5.

Effects of Third Embodiment

According to the diode 1-3 of the third embodiment
described above, in addition to the effects of the diode of the
first embodiment, it is possible to obtain the effect caused by
further providing the first semiconductor layer 11-3 with the
concave portion 11a. In other words, the first semiconductor
layer 11-3 is of a configuration in which the concave portion
11a is provided beside the high dislocation density region A
which penetrates the first semiconductor layer 11-3. There-
fore, it is possible to dispose the ohmic electrode 19/ close to
the Schottky electrode 17s in a portion of the first semicon-
ductor layer 11-3 which has a favorable crystalline state.
Therefore, a current flows between the ohmic electrode 192
and the Schottky electrode 17s, concentrated on a position in
which the distance between the electrodes is short and the
crystalline state in the first semiconductor layer 11-3 is favor-
able. Therefore, it is possible to perform driving in which the
influence of the high dislocation density region A is sup-
pressed more.

Furthermore, according to the manufacturing method of
the third embodiment, when forming the concave portion 11a
on the exposed surface side of the first semiconductor layer
11-3, it is possible to use the convex-shaped positioning pat-
tern which is formed on the exposed surface side of the first
semiconductor layer 11-3 as an alignment marker. Similarly,
when forming the ohmic electrode 19/ which contacts the
exposed surface side of the first semiconductor layer 11-3
using patterning, it is also possible to use the convex-shaped
positioning pattern which is formed on the exposed surface
side of the first semiconductor layer 11-3 as an alignment
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marker. Therefore, it is possible to manufacture the diode 1-3
using only ordinary lithography processes without perform-
ing any exceptional lithography processes which use a spe-
cialized apparatus such as a back-side aligner.

Furthermore, it is possible to combine the configuration of
the third embodiment with the configuration of the second
embodiment described above, and the insulating film pattern
may also be of a shape which projects from the upper portion
of'the second semiconductor layer 12. Accordingly, it is pos-
sible to realize the effects of the second embodiment.

4. Fourth Embodiment

Example in which Embedded Electrode is Provided
within Opening Via Insulating Film Pattern

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the fourth
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode 1-4 of the fourth embodiment on the basis
of this drawing.

The diode 1-4 of the fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 7
differs from the diode of the first embodiment described using
FIG. 1 in that the shape of the insulating film pattern 15-4 is
different and in that the diode 1-4 includes an embedded
electrode 17-4 which is connected to the Schottky electrode
17s. Since the other configurations are the same as those in the
first embodiment, description of the same configurations will
be omitted.

Insulating Film Pattern 15-4

The insulating film pattern 15-4 is provided along the inner
wall of the opening B so as to cover the inner wall, at a film
thickness which does not completely fill the inside of the
opening B. However, in the same manner as in the first
embodiment, the insulating film pattern 15-4 is of a film
thickness within a range at which insulation breakdown can
be prevented when driving the diode 1-4. In addition, the
insulating film pattern 15-4 is configured by an insulative
material such as silicon oxide or silicon nitride. In addition,
the insulating film pattern 15-4 is not limited to a single layer
structure, and may also be a laminated structure of a plurality
of laminated insulative materials. This is also the same as in
the first embodiment.

Furthermore, the film thickness of the insulating film pat-
tern 15-4 is of a degree at which the field plate effect, caused
by the Schottky electrode 17s or the embedded electrode
17-4, can be obtained in the first semiconductor layer 11 and
the second semiconductor layer 12 by applying a voltage to
the embedded electrode 17-4, and at which the insulating film
pattern 15-4 does not cause insulation breakdown.
Embedded Electrode 17-4

The embedded electrode 17-4 is embedded in the inner
portion of the opening B via the insulating film pattern 15-4,
and is provided in a state of being connected to the Schottky
electrode 17s which covers the insulating film pattern 15-4.
The embedded electrode 17-4 has only to be configured using
a conductive material, and examples of the conductive mate-
rial include nickel (Ni), gold (Au) and polysilicon. In addi-
tion, the embedded electrode 17-4 may also be formed as a
part continuing from the Schottky electrode 17s.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-4

In the method of manufacturing the diode 1-4, in the form-
ing of the insulating film pattern in the manufacturing method
of'the first embodiment described above, after forming a film
of'the insulating film along the inner wall of the opening B at
a film thickness at which the opening B is not filled, the
embedded electrode material may be formed as a film in a
state of filling the opening B. Subsequently, the insulating
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film and the embedded electrode material of the upper portion
of the second semiconductor layer 12 are removed so as to
preserve the insulating film and the embedded electrode
material within the opening B. Accordingly, the insulating
film preserved within the opening B is formed as the insulat-
ing film pattern 15-4. Furthermore, the embedded electrode
material preserved within the opening B is formed as the
embedded electrode 17-4 via the insulating film pattern 15-4.

Effects of Fourth Embodiment

According to the diode 1-4 of the fourth embodiment
described above, in addition to the effects of the diode of the
first embodiment, it is possible to obtain the effect caused by
further providing the embedded electrode 17-4, which is con-
nected to the Schottky electrode 175, within the opening B. In
other words, by providing the embedded electrode 17-4
within the opening B, a depletion layer is formed within the
second semiconductor layer 12 up to the vicinity of the inter-
face between the second semiconductor layer 12 and the first
semiconductor layer 11 when applying a reverse bias to the
Schottky electrode 17s during the current-oft operation. In
addition, during the current-off operation, a depletion layer is
also formed in a position along the interface of the first semi-
conductor layer 11 and the second semiconductor layer 12
which are in contact with the insulating film pattern 15-4.

Here, in comparison with a general silicon semiconductor,
it is difficult to form a favorable interface between the semi-
conductor and the insulator when using a compound semi-
conductor. Therefore, there is a case in which a leak path is
generated in the interface of the first semiconductor layer 11
and the second semiconductor layer 12 which are in contact
with the insulating film pattern 15-4 which is provided to
cover the inner wall of the opening B. However, according to
the configuration of the fourth embodiment, during the appli-
cation of a reverse bias (during the current-off operation),
most portions of the leak path, which passes through the
interface of the insulating film pattern 15-4 from the high
dislocation density region A between the Schottky electrode
17s and the ohmic electrode 19/, can be divided by the deple-
tion layer formed along the interface of the first semiconduc-
tor layer 11 and the second semiconductor layer 12. Accord-
ingly, the occurrence of a leak current can be prevented more
securely than in the first embodiment.

Furthermore, it is possible to combine the configuration of
the fourth embodiment with each of the configurations of the
second embodiment and the third embodiment described
above. For example, the configuration of the forth embodi-
ment may be combined with the configuration of the second
embodiment described above using FIG. 4, and the insulating
film pattern 15-4 may also be of a shape which projects from
the upper portion of the second semiconductor layer 12. Fur-
thermore, the configuration of the forth embodiment may be
combined with the configuration of the third embodiment
described using FIG. 5, and a concave portion may also be
provided on the ohmic electrode 19/ side of the first semi-
conductor layer 11. Furthermore, the configuration of the
fourth embodiment may also include both configurations of
the second embodiment and the third embodiment. In this
manner, by combining the configuration of the fourth
embodiment with each of the configurations of the second
embodiment and the third embodiment, it is possible to real-
ize the effects of each of the embodiments.
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5. Fifth Embodiment

Example of pn-Junction Diode in which Insulating
Film Pattern is Provided within Opening

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the fifth
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode 1-5 of the fifth embodiment on the basis of
this drawing.

The diode 1-5 of the fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 8
differs from the diode of the first embodiment described using
FIG. 1 in that the second semiconductor layer 12-5 is config-
ured by laminating semiconductor layers of two differing
conductivity types. In addition, an ohmic electrode 17% is
connected to the second semiconductor layer 12-5 as the
electrode which retrieves an electric potential of the second
semiconductor layer 12-5. Since the other configurations are
the same as those in the first embodiment, description of the
same configurations will be omitted.

Second Semiconductor Layer 12-5

The second semiconductor layer 12-5 is a laminated struc-
ture of a low concentration semiconductor layer 12a of the
first semiconductor layer 11 side, and an opposite conductiv-
ity type semiconductor layer 126 of a second conductivity
type provided on the ohmic electrode 17/ side. The low
concentration semiconductor layer 12a and the opposite con-
ductivity type semiconductor layer 126 are configured by a
compound semiconductor which has a crystalline structure
which is continuous from the first semiconductor layer 11.

Of'these, the low concentration semiconductor layer 12a is
of the first conductivity type, the same as the first semicon-
ductor layer 11, which is n-type here. The low concentration
semiconductor layer 12a has a lower n-type impurity concen-
tration than the first semiconductor layer 11. Meanwhile, the
opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer 125 is of the
opposite conductivity type to the first semiconductor layer 11,
which is p-type here. When the opposite conductivity type
semiconductor layer 125 is a group I11-V nitride semiconduc-
tor, magnesium (Mg) or the like is used as the p-type impurity.
Ohmic Electrode 17/

The ohmic electrode 17/ is provided so as to cover the
insulating film pattern 15 and to contact the opposite conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer 125 of the second semicon-
ductor layer 12-5. The ohmic electrode 174 is provided as an
electrode which retrieves an electric potential of the opposite
conductivity type semiconductor layer 126 within the second
semiconductor layer 12-5. For example, the ohmic electrode
17h is configured by a material which forms an ohmic junc-
tion with the opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer
12b.

As described above, the vertical pn-junction diode is con-
figured by joining the ohmic electrode 17/ to the p-type
opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer 126, and
joining the ohmic electrode 19/ to the first semiconductor
layer 11 which is configured as the n-type high concentration
region. Furthermore, here, the electrode provided so as to
contact the opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer
125 is the ohmic electrode 17/4. However, the ohmic electrode
17/ has only to be provided as an electrode which retrieves an
electric potential of the opposite conductivity type semicon-
ductor layer 124, and it is not necessary that the ohmic elec-
trode 17/ form an ohmic junction with the opposite conduc-
tivity type semiconductor layer 124.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-5

In the method of manufacturing the diode 1-5 described
above, in the forming of the second semiconductor layer in
the manufacturing method of the first embodiment described
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above, the low concentration semiconductor layer 12¢ and the
opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer 125 may be
formed in this order. In this case, first, the n-type low concen-
tration semiconductor layer 12a is epitaxially grown on the
upper portion of the n-type first semiconductor layer 11 so as
to inherit the crystalline properties of the first semiconductor
layer 11, and subsequently, the p-type opposite conductivity
type semiconductor layer 124 is epitaxially grown.

Effects of Fifth Embodiment

Even in the diode 1-5 of the fifth embodiment described
above, according to the presence of the insulating film pattern
15 provided within the opening B of the second semiconduc-
tor layer 12-5 in which the high dislocation density region A
is removed, the ohmic electrode 17/ is provided without
making contact with the high dislocation density region A.
Therefore, it is possible to provide a vertical pn-junction
diode (the diode 1-5) in which a laminated body of the first
semiconductor layer 11 and the second semiconductor layer
12, which are configured by a compound semiconductor, is
interposed between the ohmic electrode 17/ and the ohmic
electrode 19/ over a wide range including the high disloca-
tion density region A.

In addition, particularly in such a vertical pn-junction
diode (the diode 1-5), the opening B provided with the insu-
lating film pattern 15 is formed in the second semiconductor
layer 12-5 such that the first semiconductor layer 11 is in an
exposed state. Therefore, the high dislocation density region
A is present only in a portion of the first semiconductor layer
11, in a state of being interposed between the ohmic electrode
19/ and the insulating film pattern 15. Here, the interface
region of the first semiconductor layer 11 side of the second
semiconductor layer 12-5 in which the opening B is provided
is the low concentration semiconductor layer 12a in which the
n-type impurity concentration is lower than that of the first
semiconductor layer 11 which is an n-type high concentration
region. Therefore, even when a depletion layer is formed
within the second semiconductor layer 12-5 up to the vicinity
of'the interface between the second semiconductor layer 12-5
and the first semiconductor layer 11 when applying a reverse
bias between the ohmic electrode 17/ and the ohmic elec-
trode 19/ during the current-off operation, the depletion layer
does not reach the high dislocation density region A. Accord-
ingly, in the same manner as described in the other embodi-
ments, the occurrence of a leak current during a current-off
operation can be securely prevented by a depletion layer in
which voltage resistance is secured due to the absence of the
high dislocation density region A.

Furthermore, it is possible to combine the configuration of
the fifth embodiment with each of the configurations of the
second embodiment to the fourth embodiment described
above. For example, the configuration of the fifth embodi-
ment may also be combined with the configuration of the
second embodiment described using FIG. 4, and the insulat-
ing film pattern 15 may also be of a shape which projects from
the upper portion of the second semiconductor layer 12-5.
Furthermore, the configuration of the fitth embodiment may
be combined with the configuration of the third embodiment
described using FIG. 5, and a concave portion may also be
provided on the ohmic electrode 19/ side of the first semi-
conductor layer 11. Furthermore, the configuration of the fifth
embodiment may be combined with the configuration of the
fourth embodiment described using FIG. 7, and the embed-
ded electrode connected to the ohmic electrode 17/ may also
be configured to fill the inner portion of the opening B via the
insulating film pattern.
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By combining the configuration of the fifth embodiment
with each of the configurations of the second embodiment to
the fourth embodiment, it is possible to realize the effects of
each of the embodiments.

6. Sixth Embodiment

Another Example of Schottky Diode in which
Insulating Film Pattern is Provided within Opening

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the diode of the sixth
embodiment. Below, description will be given of the configu-
ration of the diode 1-6 of the sixth embodiment on the basis of
this drawing.

The diode 1-6 of the sixth embodiment shown in FIG. 9
differs from the diode of the first embodiment described using
FIG. 1 in that one layer of a semiconductor layer 10 is inter-
posed between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic
electrode 194. Below, configuration elements which are the
same as those in the first embodiment are given the same
reference numerals, and descriptions of the same configura-
tions will be omitted.

In other words, the diode 1-6 of the sixth embodiment is a
vertical Schottky diode which uses a compound semiconduc-
tor. The diode 1-6 has a vertical device structure, through
which a current flows in the thickness direction, including a
semiconductor layer 10, a Schottky electrode 17s disposed so
as to interpose the semiconductor layer 10, and an ohmic
electrode 19/ as the opposing electrode corresponding to the
Schottky electrode 17s. An opening B is provided in the
semiconductor layer 10, and the insulating film pattern 15 is
provided in a state of covering an inner wall of the opening B.

Below detailed description will be given of the configura-
tion of the diode 1-6 according to the sixth embodiment in the
order of the semiconductor layer 10, the opening B, the insu-
lating film pattern 15, the Schottky electrode 17s and the
ohmic electrode 19/. Subsequently, description will be given
of the method of manufacturing the diode 1-6.
Semiconductor Layer 10

The semiconductor layer 10 is the same as the first semi-
conductor layer in the other embodiments, and is configured
by a compound semiconductor (for example, a group 11I-V
nitride semiconductor) of a crystalline structure formed by
epitaxial growth using the ELO (epitaxial lateral overgrowth)
method, for example. Therefore, the semiconductor layer 10
includes a convex portion C which corresponds to the initia-
tion portion of the epitaxial growth, and the high dislocation
density region A is generated to penetrate the layer in the
vicinity of the center of the convex portion C.

Opening B

The opening B is formed on the semiconductor layer 10
and is provided in a state in which a portion corresponding to
the high dislocation density region A is removed. The opening
B is provided in a portion which overlaps the high dislocation
density region A in the semiconductor layer 10.

In addition, the opening B is provided in a state of com-
pletely covering the high dislocation density region A. There-
fore, when the width of the high dislocation density region A
is W1, the width W2 of the opening B is W2>W1, and the
opening B is formed in a state of completely covering the high
dislocation density region A when viewed in a planar manner.
Furthermore, the size of the opening B when viewed in a
planar manner may also be of a size which covers the convex
portion C of the semiconductor layer 10, and may also be of
a size within that of the convex portion C. In addition, the
opening B is provided without penetrating the semiconductor
layer 10.
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Insulating Film Pattern 15

The insulating film pattern 15 is the same as in the other
embodiments, and is provided in a state of covering an inner
wall including a base portion of the opening B.

Schottky Electrode 17s

The Schottky electrode 17s is the same as in the other
embodiments, and is provided so as to cover the insulating
film pattern 15 and to contact the semiconductor layer 10.
However, the Schottky electrode 17s applies a voltage to the
semiconductor layer 10 so as to form a depletion layer 10a
which is shallower than the opening B.

Ohmic Electrode 19/

The ohmic electrode 19/ is the same as in the other
embodiments. However, the ohmic electrode 19/ and the
Schottky electrode 17s apply a voltage to the semiconductor
layer 10 so as to form a depletion layer 10a which is shallower
than the opening B.

As described above, the diode 1-6 is configured as a verti-
cal Schottky diode in which the semiconductor layer 10 con-
figured as an n-type region is interposed between the Schottky
electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode 194.

Method of Manufacturing Diode 1-6

In the method of manufacturing the diode 1-6 described
above, in the forming of the first semiconductor layer and the
second semiconductor layer by epitaxial growth in the manu-
facturing method of the first embodiment described above,
the forming of the second semiconductor layer may be omit-
ted. Furthermore, the first semiconductor layer may be epi-
taxially grown as the semiconductor layer 10, and the other
processes are the same as in the first embodiment. However,
when forming the opening B, in consideration of a depth x of
the depletion layer 10a which is formed on the semiconductor
layer 10 by the driving of the diode 1-6, the opening B is
formed at a depth d which is greater than the depth x.

Effects of Sixth Embodiment

According to the diode 1-6 of the sixth embodiment
described above, according to the presence of the insulating
film pattern 15 provided within the opening B of semicon-
ductor layer 10 in which the high dislocation density region A
is removed, the Schottky electrode 17s is provided without
making contact with the high dislocation density region A.
Therefore, it is possible to provide a vertical Schottky diode
(the diode 1-6) in which the semiconductor layer 10 which is
configured by a compound semiconductor is interposed
between the Schottky electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode
19/ over a wide range including the high dislocation density
region A.

In addition, particularly in such a vertical Schottky diode
(the diode 1-6), the opening B provided with the insulating
film pattern 15 is of a depth d which surpasses the depletion
layer 10a which is generated within the semiconductor layer
10 due to the application of a voltage between the Schottky
electrode 17s and the ohmic electrode 19/%. Therefore, during
the current-off operation, the depletion layer 10a does not
reach the high dislocation density region A. Accordingly, in
the same manner as described in the other embodiments, the
occurrence of a leak current during a current-off operation
can be securely prevented by a depletion layer in which volt-
age resistance is secured due to the absence of the high dis-
location density region A.

Furthermore, it is possible to combine the configuration of
the sixth embodiment with each of the configurations of the
second embodiment to the fourth embodiment described
above. For example, the configuration of the sixth embodi-
ment may be combined with the configuration of the second
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embodiment described above using FIG. 4, and the insulating
film pattern 15 may also be of a shape which projects from the
upper portion of the semiconductor layer 10. Furthermore,
the configuration of the sixth embodiment may be combined
with the configuration of the third embodiment described
using FIG. 5, and a concave portion may also be provided on
the ohmic electrode 19/ side of the semiconductor layer 10.
In this case, the depth of the concave portion is of a depth
which does not reach the depletion layer 10a which is formed
in the semiconductor layer 10. Furthermore, the configuration
of the sixth embodiment may be combined with the configu-
ration of the fourth embodiment described using FIG. 7, and
the embedded electrode connected to the Schottky electrode
17s may also be configured to fill the inner portion of the
opening B via the insulating film pattern 15.

By combining the configuration of the sixth embodiment
with each of the configurations of the second embodiment to
the fourth embodiment, it is possible to realize the effects of
each of the embodiments.

Furthermore, the present disclosure may adopt configura-
tions such as the following.

(1) A diode including a first semiconductor layer config-
ured by a compound semiconductor containing impurities of
a first conductivity type; a high dislocation density region
which penetrates the first semiconductor layer in the film
thickness direction; a second semiconductor layer which has
acrystalline structure continuous with the first semiconductor
layer, which is laminated on the first semiconductor layer,
which is lower in a concentration of the impurities in a region
of'aside of an interface with the first semiconductor layer than
that of the first semiconductor layer, and which has an open-
ing in which a portion which corresponds to the high dislo-
cation density region is removed such that the first semicon-
ductor layer is in an exposed state; an insulating film pattern
which is provided in a state of covering an inner wall includ-
ing a base portion of the opening; an electrode which is
provided so as to cover the insulating film pattern and to
contact the second semiconductor layer; and an opposing
electrode which is provided in a state of interposing the first
semiconductor layer, the second semiconductor layer and the
insulating film pattern between the electrode and the oppos-
ing electrode so as to contact the first semiconductor layer
including the high dislocation density region.

(2) The diode according to (1), in which the opening pro-
vided in the second semiconductor layer is formed deeper
than the film thickness of the second semiconductor layer.

(3) The diode according to (1) or (2), in which the insulat-
ing film pattern is provided so as to project from the inner wall
of'the opening to an upper portion of the second semiconduc-
tor layer.

(4) The diode according to any one of (1) to (3), in which
the first semiconductor layer includes a concave portion
beside the high dislocation density region on the opposing
electrode side; and the opposing electrode is provided from an
upper portion of the first semiconductor layer to within the
concave portion.

(5) The diode according to any one of (1) to (4), in which,
within the opening, there is provided an embedded electrode
which is connected to the electrode and is embedded in an
inner portion of the opening via the insulating film pattern.

(6) The diode according to any one of (1) to (5), in which
the opening is formed at a width to completely cover the high
dislocation density region.

(7) The diode according to any one of (1) to (6), in which
the second semiconductor layer is configured as a low con-
centration region, the entire region of which has lower con-
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centration of impurities of the first conductivity type than that
of the first semiconductor layer.

(8) The diode according to any one of (1) to (7), in which
the electrode is provided as a Schottky electrode in relation to
the second semiconductor layer, and the opposing electrode is
provided as an electrode which retrieves an electric potential
of the first semiconductor layer.

(9) The diode according to any one of (1) to (6), in which
the second semiconductor layer is a laminated structure of a
low concentration semiconductor layer of a first conductivity
type provided on the first semiconductor layer side, and an
opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer of a second
conductivity type provided on the electrode side.

(10) The diode according to (9), in which the electrode is
provided as an electrode which retrieves an electric potential
of the opposite conductivity type semiconductor layer in the
second semiconductor layer, and the opposing electrode is
provided as an electrode which retrieves an electric potential
of the first semiconductor layer.

(11) The diode according to any one of (1) to (10), in which
the first semiconductor layer and the second semiconductor
layer are configured by a group I1I-V nitride semiconductor.

(12) The diode according to any one of (1) to (10), in which
the first semiconductor layer and the second semiconductor
layer are configured by one of gallium nitride (GaN), indium
gallium nitride (In,Ga, N: O<x=<1) and aluminum gallium
nitride (Al,Ga, ,N: O<x=<l).

(13) A diode including a semiconductor layer which is
configured by a compound semiconductor of a crystalline
structure, includes a high dislocation density region which
penetrates the layer in a film thickness direction, and includes
an opening, in which the high dislocation density region is
removed, on a primary surface side; an insulating film pattern
which is provided in a state of covering an inner wall includ-
ing a base portion of the opening; an insulating film pattern
which is provided in a state of covering an inner wall includ-
ing a base portion of the opening; an electrode which is
provided so as to cover the insulating film pattern and to
contact the semiconductor layer; and an opposing electrode
which is provided in a state of interposing the semiconductor
layer and the insulating film pattern between the electrode
and the opposing electrode so as to contact the semiconductor
layer including the high dislocation density region, to which,
and to the electrode, a voltage is applied to form a depletion
layer shallower than the opening in the semiconductor layer.

(14) A method of manufacturing a diode including forming
amask layer which includes an opening portion on a support-
ing substrate; forming a first semiconductor layer which
includes a high dislocation density region, which penetrates
in a film thickness direction, to correspond to the opening
portion and is configured by a compound semiconductor of a
crystalline structure containing impurities of a first conduc-
tivity type by inducing epitaxial growth from an exposed
surface of the supporting substrate to above the mask layer in
the opening portion; forming a second semiconductor layer in
which a concentration of the impurities in a region of a side of
an interface with the first semiconductor layer is lower than
that of the first semiconductor layer by using epitaxial growth
which is continuous from the first semiconductor layer; form-
ing, in the second semiconductor layer, an opening in which
a portion which corresponds to the high dislocation density
region is removed such that the first semiconductor layer is in
an exposed state; forming an insulating film pattern which is
in a state of covering an inner wall including a base portion of
the opening; forming an electrode which covers the insulating
film pattern and contacts the second semiconductor layer;
removing the supporting substrate and the mask layer from
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the first semiconductor layer; forming an opposing electrode
which is in a state of interposing the first semiconductor layer,
the second semiconductor layer and the insulating film pat-
tern between the electrode and the opposing electrode so as to
contact the first semiconductor layer including the high dis-
location density region.

(15) The method of manufacturing a diode according to
(14), in which, in the forming of the opening, the opening is
formed deeper than the second semiconductor layer.

(16) The method of manufacturing a diode according to
(14) or (15), in which, in the forming of the insulating film
pattern, the insulating film pattern is formed in a state of
projecting from an inner wall of the opening to an upper
portion of the second semiconductor layer.

(17) The method of manufacturing a diode according to
any one of (14) to (16), in which after removing the support-
ing substrate and the mask layer from the first semiconductor
layer, forming a concave portion beside the high dislocation
density region in the first semiconductor layer is performed,
and in the forming of the opposing electrode, the opposing
electrode is formed from an upper portion of the first semi-
conductor layer to within the concave portion.

(18) The method of manufacturing a diode according to
(17), in which, in the forming of the mask layer, an opening
pattern for positioning is formed in addition to the opening
portion in the mask layer; in the forming of the first semicon-
ductor layer, the supporting substrate is epitaxially grown
from an exposed surface to above the mask layer in the open-
ing portion and the opening pattern, and in the forming of the
concave portion, a convex portion of the first semiconductor
layer formed in a formation position of the opening pattern is
used as a positioning marker.

The present disclosure contains subject matter related to
that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Application JP
2012-191476 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Aug. 31,
2012, the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A diode comprising:

a first semiconductor layer is a compound semiconductor
layer having a crystalline structure and containing impu-
rities of a first conductivity type;

a high dislocation density region which extends in the first
semiconductor layer in the film thickness direction;

a second semiconductor layer which (a) has a crystalline
structure continuous with that of the first semiconductor
layer, (b) is laminated on a first side of the first semicon-
ductor layer, (c) has a region at a side adjacent the first
semiconductor layer with an impurity concentration
lower that of the first semiconductor layer, and (d) has an
opening which overlies the high dislocation density
region and which extends to the first semiconductor
layer;

an insulating film pattern covering at least an inner wall of
the opening;

an electrode overlapping the opening and covering the
insulating film pattern and in contact with the second
semiconductor layer; and

an opposing electrode adjacent a second side of the first
semiconductor layer and in contact with the first semi-
conductor layer including the high dislocation density
region.
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2. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the opening
extends into the first semiconductor layer.

3. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the insulating
film pattern includes a canopy portion with a flange portion
extending outside of the opening and beyond a diameter of the
opening.

4. The diode according to claim 1, wherein:

the first semiconductor layer includes a concave portion at
the second side of the first semiconductor layer at a
location other than the high dislocation density region,
and

the opposing electrode extends into the concave portion.

5. The diode according to claim 1, wherein, within the
opening, there is provided an embedded electrode which is
connected to the electrode and is embedded in an inner por-
tion of the opening via the insulating film pattern.

6. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the opening is
formed at a width to completely cover the high dislocation
density region.

7. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the second
semiconductor layer is a low impurity concentration region of
the first semiconductor layer.

8. The diode according to claim 1, wherein:

the electrode is a Schottky electrode in relation to the
second semiconductor layer, and

the opposing electrode is an electrode via which an electric
potential of the first semiconductor layer can be
retrieved.

9. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the second
semiconductor layer is a laminated structure of a low impurity
concentration semiconductor layer of a first conductivity type
adjacent the first semiconductor layer, and an opposite con-
ductivity type semiconductor layer of a second conductivity
type adjacent the electrode.

10. The diode according to claim 9, wherein:

the electrode is as an electrode via which an electric poten-
tial of the opposite conductivity type semiconductor
layer in the second semiconductor layer can be retrieved,
and

the opposing electrode is an electrode via which an electric
potential of the first semiconductor layer can be
retrieved.

11. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the first semi-
conductor layer and the second semiconductor layer are
group III-V nitride semiconductor layers.

12. The diode according to claim 1, wherein the first semi-
conductor layer and the second semiconductor layer are a
gallium nitride (GaN), indium gallium nitride (In,Ga, ,N:
0O<x=1) layers or an aluminum gallium nitride (Al,Ga, ,N:
0O<x<1 layers).

13. A diode comprising:

a semiconductor layer which is a compound semiconduc-
tor layer with a crystalline structure and a high disloca-
tion density region which extends in the layer in a film
thickness direction;

an opening in the semiconductor layer which extends inthe
film thickness direction from a first side of the semicon-
ductor layer toward a second side of the semiconductor
layer opening coinciding with the high density disloca-
tion region;

an insulating film pattern covering an inner wall of the
opening;

an electrode overlapping the opening and covering the
insulating film pattern and in contact with the semicon-
ductor layer; and
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an opposing electrode adjacent the second side of the semi-
conductor layer in contact with the high dislocation den-
sity region,

wherein

application of a voltage across the electrode and the
opposing electrode causes formation of a depletion
layer that is shallower than the extent of the opening.

14. The diode of claim 1, wherein the opening has a diam-
eter greater than an overall width of the high density disloca-
tion region.

15. The diode of claim 1, wherein the electrode is a Schot-
tky electrode with respect to the second semiconductor layer.

16. The diode of claim 1, wherein the insulating film pat-
tern fills the opening.

17. The diode of claim 1, wherein the insulating film pat-
tern has a thickness sufficient to avoid breakdown thereof due
to an electric field with a voltage is applied across the elec-
trode and the opposing electrode.
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